36 MASER & BEER: AGRILUS POLITUS COMPLEX 


forms suggests that hybridization is involved. Studies are needed on sub- 
species crosses, breeding among the presume hybrids, and information on 
the hybrid’s host preference, if any. 
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Anyone interested in present distribution patterns of animals and plants 
must become familiar with the many past ge ological factors which influence 
them. The 2 million year period of the Pleistocene, although still poorly 
known, has played a major role in forming these patterns. The author states 
it as follows: 


“The ice-ages intruded, with repeated and cumulative climatic stresses, 
on a world which, for a very long time previously, had enjoyed wide- 
spread warm, equable oceanic climates. Their effects on living orga- 
nisms, both plant and animal, were severe and in the case of many 
species (and even of larger groups) actually fatal. To many more, 
though surviving at present in parts of the world which afford them 
suitable conditions, their former wide distribution has been greatly re- 
D and dissected by Pleistocene geographical and environmental 
changes.”’ 


There are chapters dealing with physical effects of glaciers, effects of suc- 
ceeding interglacials, historical outline of the Pleistocene, evidence for. cli- 
matic sequences, floras and faunas, man in the Ice Age, chronology and dat- 
ing, and causes of glaciation. There is an excellent glossary, but the biblio- 
graphy is too brief, missing several major recent publications. The author is 
lecturer in environmental archaeology at the University of London, and the 
book naturally stresses European glaciation. It is reeommended reading for 
anyone interested in the fascinating glaciers and zoogeography. We could use 
such a book with more emphasis on the New World Pleistocene. 

(R. E. Woodruff) 


